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Overview

The Certificate and Minor in Communications
and Rhetoric (CORH) offer a unique learning
pathway, which helps students develop the
academic, professional, and cross-disciplinary
communication skills crucial to active citizenship
In our increasingly interconnected world.
Program goals include professionalization,
interdisciplinarity, social justice, acessibility,
and multimodality.

Developed CORH Programming
2021-2024:

CORH Certificate

Toreceive a CORH certificate, students in any
UBCO undergraduate program can complete
15 credits through courses from four thematic
interdisciplinary and relational clusters, and a
final capstone project.

CORH Minor

To receive a CORH minor, students in the BA,
BSc and BMgmt can complete 30 credits of
CORH or CORH-approved courses, 12 at the
100-200 level and at least 18 at the

300-400 level, including the Communications
Capstone.

How Can Communications &
Rhetoric Courses be Used?

 Complete the 15 credit Certificate
 Complete the 30 credit Minor

* Electives to complement a degree and
develop academic, professional and
interpersonal communication skills

» Contribute to the BA and other degrees'
communications requirements

CORH Enrolment Growth

Year

September 2021
September 2022
September 2023

September 2024
(anticipated)

Students Registered
140
247
480
560

Sample CORH Courses
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200-LEVEL DISCIPLINE
FOCUSED COURSES

CORH 203
COMMUNICATION IN
THE SCIENCES

CORH 204
COMMUNICATION IN
THE HUMANITIES

CORH 205
COMMUNICATION IN
THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

- CORH 331 Social Wr|t|ng-
Studies in Multimodal
Communication

The course takes a practice-based approach to
social writing that connects individual thought,
expression, and action to digital platforms. Such
public forums of interaction can inform, persuade,
and challenge individual preferences, which
indicate the complexity of interaction between
semiotic systems.

Students will study and create their own
multimodal texts to critically engage with
composition and communication strategies in
social writing.

CORH 321: Personal and
Professional Identity and
Interpersonal
Communication

Multidisciplinary concepts of and
approaches to identity and agency in
personal and professional interpersonal
communication settings, face-to-face and
online. Fosters application of
communication skills and enactments of
agency in dyadic and collaborative
contexts.

CORH 400: Special
Topics Rhetoric of

Science

“Rhetoric of Science”
explores the persuasiveness
of scientific discourse,
focusing on how scientists
construct, argue, and
establish scientific
knowledge by persuading
and dissuading each other,
governments, and citizens.
The course considers a
variety of scientific
discourses including climate
rhetoric, public health
rhetoric, sciences of race/
eugenics, and data science
rhetoric (especially

algorithms).

Student Feedback 2022-2024

5 semester study, surveying students on perceptions of their communication abilities at
the beginning and end of each semester, plus student interviews and focus groups on
their experiences in CORH courses. Here are sample responses from Spring 2024

* As you begin your communications course, please describe your perception of your communication abilities:
Ability to translate knov

vledge for different audiences 3
(general vs. acad...

* Now that you have completed your communications course, please describe your perception of your communication abilities:

Ability to translate knowledge for different audiences :
(general vs. acad..

@ Not at all confident @ Not confident ® Somewhat confident @ Fairly confident @ Very confident

* Now that you have completed this course, do you think you are likely to apply these skills in a professional work setting”?
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Annual CORH Connect Day and Capstone Presentations
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Future Plans

e CORH Major

e Post-baccalaureate
certificate

e Micro-credentialing

e Development of
enhanced student
learning website
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CORH Advisory Committee: The advisory committee for this project includes representation from the Library, Provost's Office, Advising, Centre for
Teaching and Learning, Centre for Scholarly Communication, Faculty of Creative and Critical Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Faculty of
Management, Faculty of Science, School of Engineering, School of Education, School of Nursing, and School of Health and Exercise Sciences.
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We are grateful to Anne Claret and Naeem
Nedaee who supported the project as
Graduate Research Assistants.

Information about the CORH program:
https://fccs.ok.ubc.ca/degrees-

programs/study-

options/communications/



https://fccs.ok.ubc.ca/degrees-programs/undergraduate-programs/communications/
https://fccs.ok.ubc.ca/degrees-programs/undergraduate-programs/communications/

